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-y: \ 

49.^artlanir ^srt.SS.l. | 

27th Jan’Etry, 1947 

i 


Dear Dr. Schv/olb, | 

V,'c have recently received a copy of | 

the proceodinr'3 of the Ililitary Tribunal, I 

Hanking, of the trial of Takashi Sakai. | 

The ori'^inal ia in Cninoso. In order to | 

facilitate youi’ v;ork, v/e have had it translated i 

i 

in a anr.Tnr.ry foi’m, in v/hich all the essential j 

points are included. Both the ori/;inal and 

i 

the translation are horovrith enclosed. ! 


Yoiu’s sincerely, 





(D. Y. Dao) 



Dr. II. Schv/olb, f 

Losnl Officer, i 

United Ilatio.is V/ar Crimes Co’.vniission, ! 

Ixinsdov.-ne House, j 

Berkeley Square, I 

•.v.i. ■ , \ 

Hncs. • , 
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sui::.i;inY !m,aisLATioii op th:: pp.ocziJDniGs op titj 

MILITARY TRIBUNAL, HANICIIIG, Oil 'JHR TRIAL OP 


TAIUiSHI SAKAI 


Judgnont Passed by the V.'ar Crir.03 Ililltary 
Tribunal of the Ministry of National 


Defence 


Procvirator of the Military Tribunal 

Talcashi Sakai, male, aged 60, born in 
Hiroshima (Japan), residence: Tokio 

Mr, V.'ang Lur^ 

The Military Tribunal has pronounced the folloning sentence: 
The defendant, Takadl Sakai, having been found guilty of 
participating in the "ar of aggression and having been found 
guilty of inciting or permitting his subordinates to murder 
prisoners-of-war, wounded soldiers and non-cocibatants; to rape, 
plunder, deport civilians; to indulge in cruel punislment'and 
torture; and to cause destruction of property, is hereby 
sontoncod to DEATH. 

FACTS 

Takaslii Sakai was ono of the loaders v;ho v/cro instrumental 
in Japan's aggression in China. Soon after the Muialen 
Incident of 1931, ho instigated Li Chi Cliun and his followers to 
form a gang for the purpose of creating disturbances in Peiping 
and Tientsin and to organise terrorist activities. As a result. 


Prosecutor : 
Defendant; 

Assigned 

Dofonc'o-Counsel: 
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Li llin Yuoh, socrotcry of the lluotaintans Office at "Tientsin and 
Chu Shao-tion, corroapondent of the Shanghai Daily, "ore 
aasaaainatod. Attonpta v.oro nado on tho livoo of General lla 
Chun-slinn and Ya Hauoh-chxmfi, Chairman of the Provincial 
Government of Hopei, at tho former Eritiah Concoaeion in 
Tientain in February, 1934. In Hay, 1934, oatenaibly to a’/ongo 
tho death of the reportora Pei Yu-huan and Hu Shih-fu, tho 
defendant threatened to attack Peiping and Tientain by artillery 
and air force, demanded tho diamlaaal of Yu Haueh-chung, Chairman 
of 'the Provinefal Government of Hopei and Chong Ting llgao, llayor 
of Tientain, and tho evacuation of Chineao Government troopa 
from Hopei, Ho publicly stated that tho five provinces of 
North China should to aliendbod from tho Chinese Govornmont and 
granted political independence. As a Commander of tho Japanese 
23rd Army, while operating in South China, ho ordered hia 
subordinates to assist in sotting up puppet adminiatration and 
in organizing tho ao-called "Peace Army", thus increasing the 
subversive influence of tho Nanking Puppet Adminiatration, in 
an effort to overthrow tho Cliinoco Government. 

V.Mlo he was Hegii.ontal Conciander of the 29th Infantry 
Erlgado, ho repeatedly violated International law by inciting 
or permitting hia subordinates to indulge in acts of atrocity, 
among which the following may bo cited: Botv/eon November, 19-Jl - 
Llarch, 1945, in Kv/angtung and Hainan: llassacro of over a 
hundred civilians by shooting or bayoneting; torture of 
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22 civilians; torture of an expectant mother and droTming of 
women after severe beating. Rape of two women; after mutilation, 
their bodies v/ero fed to dogs. Eviction of civilians from their 
homos and sotting fire to about 700 dwelling houses; confiscation 
of about 100 mow of rice field; plunder of food, poultry, etc. 
Botv/eon December 17th - Jecombor 18th, 1941, in Hong l£ong: 

Ilassacre of about 50 prisoners-of-war at Lyumcn and massacre of 
about 24 prisoners-of-war at V/ost Point Portress, among wiiom, the 
names which can bo identified wore: Gunner Uacdonald and 
Volunteer Kwok. 

December 19th; Ilassacre of personnol of British medical unit - 
20 persons in all. 

December 24th - 26th: Rape of seven nurses and mutilation of 
tlireo nurses , ilassacre of 60-70 wounded pris oners of-war. 

December 18th - 28th; Plunder of valuable collection of books 
from libraries, 

RIUiSOHS 

The defendant is one of the leaders toio come to China to 
carry out Japanese aggressive policy. By diverse acts, as 
enumerated above, v/hich have boon established by various document s 
submitted by responsible Administrative Hoads of North China and 
written demands delivered by the defendant and others to the 
Chinese authorities in North China, and which :mvo boon 
substantiated by the evidence given by V.ar Crimes investigators 
before the Tribunal and corroborated by the deposition of 
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Hajor-Gcnoral Tanaka toforo tho Par Paatorn V,’ar Grimoa Tribunalj 
the defendant has violated international law hy underninins tho 
territorial and adiainiatrative integrity of China, As regards his 
activities when he was a Commander of the Japanese 25rd Army in 
Kv/antung, thoy have also teen proved by secret documents vdiich 
passed "between his su^bordinates and Cliinoso traitors who wore set 
in power by the Japanese /irmy. During liis military campaign in 
Kwantung, Hainan and Hongkong, acts of atrocity and torture, 
deportation of civilians, plunder of property, burning of houses and 
confiscation of land have all boon proved "by sworn statements from 
eye witnesses sind by bodies, since recovered, of prisonors-of-war 
murdered "by his subordinates, Tho defendant pleaded on tho grounds 
that when he demanded the withdravml of Chinese troops from Hopei 
and tho dismissal of Chinoso Administrative Heads in Hopei, ho 
acted within the stipulations of the Pinal Protocol of 1901; that, 
ho participated in v/or on tho order of the Japanese Gosernment and 
that ho was not responsible for tho acts of his subordinates because 
ho was not aware of them. 

Regarding tho first point, there is no stipulation in tho 
Pinal Protocol of 1901 which proMbits tho Cliinoso Governnjont from 
stationing Chinoso troops in Hopei and it doos not give Japan the 
right to demand tho dismissal of Cliinoso Administrative Heads in 
Hopei, Tlie argument that tho itedhaago of Kotos appended to tho 
Protocol provides a li m it of 20 li, separating tho stationing of 
Japanese troops in Tientsin from Cliineso troops, is untenable. 
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It is clear that this ploa is a dolibcrato nis-interpretation of 

the said Protocol. As to the second point, aggrosaivo v/or is on 

act against v;orld peace. Granted that the defendant participated In 

the T/ar on the orders of his Govornnont, a superior order cannot he 

held to ahsolve the defendant from liability for the crine. 

Purthomoro, during his military campaign, he incited and pcimittod 

his subordinates to commit atrocities, thus violating the laus of 
f that 

war. As to the third point,/a field Commander must hold himself 
responsible for the discipline of his subordinates is an accepted 
principle. It is inconceivable that he should not liavo been aware 
of tho acts of atrocity committed by his subordinates during the two 
years when he directed military operations in Kwantung and Hongkong, 
This fact has been borne out by the English statement made by a 
Japanese offlcier to tho effect that tho order that all prisoners- 
of-war should be killed, was strictly enforced. Even tho defendant, 
during the trial, admittod a knowledge of murder of prisoners-of-war 
in tho Stevensons Hospital, Hongkong, All the evidences go to show 
that tho defendant knew of tho atrocities com t ted by his 
subordinates and deliberately let loose savagery upon civilians and 
prisoners-of-T/ar. 

Accordingly, tho defendant had violated tho 9-Powor Treaty of 
1922 and tho Purls Pact, thereby constituting crinos against peace. 
Offences against tho internal security of the State should to 
punished in accordance with tho Criminal Code of tho Republic of 
China, In inciting or permitting his subordinates to murder 
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prlaonora-ef-vmr, vrounded soldiers, nurses and doctors or the Rod 
Cross and othor non-combatants, end to coiniait acts of rape, plunder, 
deportation, tortiire and destruction of property, he Iiad violated 
Bio Hague Convention, concerning the Laws and Customs of War on 
Land and the Genova Convention of 1929. Bioso offences are war 
crimes and crimes against humanity. Punishments for such offences 
are provided in relevant provisions in the Crimhal Code of the 
Republic of China. 

Pursuant to Article 1 'and Article 8 of V/ar Crimes Trials 
Procedure; Article 291 of Criminal Procaoduro Law; Article 1 of 
tho 9-Pov;or Treaty; Article 1 of the Paris Pact; Articles 4-7 
Sub-sections 3 and 7 ofArticlo 23; Articles 28, 46 and 47 of The 
Hague Convention; Articles 1 - 6, 9 and 10 of the Geneva 
Convention; Articles 3 and 4 of Criminal Law of tho HaVy and 

Airforce; Psiragraph 1 of Article 101 and Article 55 of tho Criminal 
Code, the llilltary Tribunal pronounced the sentence as above-mentioned. 
The Procurator of tho UilitaiTr Tribunal, Chen Kweng 101, prosecuting. 

August 27th, in tho year of tho 35th 

Republic of China (1946), 

Signed: Shlh Hoi HU Presiding Judge 

Keng Chuan Tai Judge 

Kao Chlh lloi Judge 

Pao Clii Huang Judge 

Hu Lion 'XUn Judge 

Original copy certified by Registrar: Chang Ti Kwang 
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Dr.Orloff Brig. r.aw.son ^^1 l-!-<4i:.4? ~ 
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